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Head Lamp system

A Probably the biggest complaint about the Elite and
Eclat I s that the headl a

A This Is because the headlamps are pulled down by a

vacuum system that leaks and lets them back up after
the engine is turned off

A Vacuum system is shared with the heater
A Normally the leaks are on the heater

A lsolate the two systems with 2 separate non return
valves and 2 separate vacuum tanks
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Doors

A Linkages
A Early cars had a awful system of spring

clips to adjust the linkage rods between
the handles and the door latch

A Replace them with the later threaded
rods.
A Door Hinges

A The hinge pins seize and turn in the
upper and lower brackets giving play

A Fit a grease nipple
A Weld up any oval holes and re-drill

A Ensure the door beam is well
protected against rust
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Rear Drive shafts & Wheel bearings

A Driveshafts
A The driveshatft is the top link of the rear suspension

A When the UJ wears, it gives the rear wheel excessive
movement. Most cars | work on need new UJs to pass a
MOT

A On my Elite T | have done 25000 miles over 6 years and
never had to change the UJs

A My secret i use top quality UJs with a grease nipple
and grease them every 1000 miles when they are
HOT so the grease moves freely

A Rear wheel bearings

A Donotuse LMgreaseT Hi gh per f or mance
bearing grease I Castrol BNS or equivelant
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Pedalbox

AClutch cables al ways sna

A Make sure the plastic wheel in the pedal box is not
damaged and turns freely

A Use a very fine ultra flexible stainless steel braided
clutch cable

A Accelerator pedal does not return properly

A There should be a return spring from the carburettor
linkage to the airbox i gets lost when K&Ns are fitted

A There should also be a return spring on the pedal box to
thepedalTf requent|l y missinge
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Gearbox

A The S1 5 speed gearbox was
originally designed to mate to a
1600 twincam engine in the Elan.
It was derived from a Maxi gear
set and not really up to the job in
the Elite / Eclat.

A If properly rebuilt and driven carefully
the gearbox is fantastic to drive and
can last.

A Lotus replaced this with a Getrag
gearbox when they facelifted the S1.
This is the easiest upgrade

A You can fit the gearbox from the
Later Excel, but this is much more
iInvolved as you need to convert the
pedal box to hydraulic operation and
gently fAadjusto tEJS
couple of places
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A Air flow 1 fit the later S2
front spoiler i much better
air flow

A Fit a second rad fan i
there is provision for this

A If aircon is fitted i ensure
the condensor is not
completely blocked up 1
this stops any air getting to
the radiator

A Always ensure you use

anti-freeze 1 the cars do

not | i ke water é.
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Brakes

A Spongy pedal
A Adjust the linkage pedal to servo
A Make sure there is no play in front wheel bearings
A Ensure the rear brake adjusters are working correctly
A Fit braided hoses

A Brake Fade
A The front brakes tend to fade when used hard

A Use anti-fade pads
A Fit vented discs with original calipers
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Chassis

A The chassis does tend to
rot e
A Rear cross-member
A Front turrets
A Anywhere the paint comes

7

of f é

A Fit a replacement
galvanised chassis

A Replace the foam around the
chassis with closed cell foam
or another material that will
not soak up water
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